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E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, GE, US, SU 

SUBJECT: SOVIET MEMORIAL SERVICE IN EAST BERLIN 

REFS: (A) BERLIN 7879, (B) USBER 2683, 

(C) STATE 253257 

1 . THE EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED A CIRCULAR 

NOTE FROM THE SOVIET EMBASSY ANNOUNCING TO ALL 
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS ACCREDITED TO THE GDR THAT A 
"WREATH-LAYING CEREMONY" WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE 
TREPTOW SOVIET WAR MEMORIAL ON NOVEMBER 7. THE 
NOTE DOES NOT SPECIFICALLY INVITE ATTENDANCE AND 
DOES NOT ASK FOR A RESPONSE. NOTE MAKES NO REFERENCE 
TO THE PARTICIPATION OF TROOPS IN THE CEREMONY, 

SOVIET OR EAST GERMAN, ALTHOUGH A SIMILAR CEREMONY 
IN 1975 DID INVOLVE A RED ARMY CONTINGENT. 

2. THE EMBASSY WILL SEEK IN A LOW-KEY MANNER 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER THERE WILL BE ACTIVE NVA 
PARTICIPATION IN THE CEREMONY. HOWEVER, WE ASSUME 
THAT NVA HONOR GUARD UNITS WILL BE INVOLVED, AND 
THEREFORE AMBASSADOR DOES NOT PLAN TO ATTEND THE 
CEREMONY AT TREPTOW. WE HAVE MADE KNOWN TO 
BRITISH AND FRENCH EMBASSY COUNTERPARTS THE 
DEPARTMENT'S VIEWS ON ATTENDANCE AT TREPTOW. IT 
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IS NOT YET CLEAR WHETHER THE FRENCH AND THE BRITISH 
AMBASSADOR/CHARGE WILL ATTEND THE TREPTOW CEREMONY, 
SINCE THEY ARE ALSO SEEKING TO LEARN WHAT KIND OF 
NVA PARTICIPATION MAY BE INVOLVED. THE GDR (SED, 

STATE COUNCIL, AND COUNCIL OF MINISTERS) AND THE 
SOVIET AMBASSADOR ARE HOSTING SEPARATE FUNCTIONS 
NOVEMBER 5 IN HONOR OF THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY; THE 
AMBASSADOR PLANS TO ATTEND. HIS ATTENDANCE AT 
THESE FUNCTIONS SHOULD INDICATE TO SOVIETS THAT 
NON-ATTENDANCE AT TREPTOW IS NOT MEANT TO BE A 
SNUB TO SOVIETS ON OCCASION OF ANNIVERSARY. 

3. ACCORDING TO DIPLOMATIC SOURCES HERE, SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR TO THE GDR ABRASSIMOV WILL NOT BE 
IN EAST BERLIN ON NOVEMBER 7. HE WILL INSTEAD 
BE IN THE USSR, APPARENTLY TRAVELING THERE 
WITH HONECKER AND SEVERAL OTHER MEMBERS OF GDR 
LEADERSHIP. BOLEN 
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